Primer on Undertaking a Research Project: ED507

1. Research Question

Many of you have ideas of what you want to do and how you want to go about it. But to begin the process, you should start with a fairly manageable research question. This should be a question of substance, and one that you can address in the scope of your research, but do not have the answer to as of yet (though you may have a hypothesis). For instance, if you are working extensively with k-6 children of immigrants whose first language is not english, your research question might be something like: “What specific pedagogical tools are useful and practical to implement for k-6 children of immigrants who are learning english for the first time in a rural British Columbia school system?” This is better than a too general “what do children of immigrants need in school?” or a too specific “what can I do in my winter term grade four language arts class to get my students to learn english when it’s not their first language?”

2. Research Proposal

While proposals may take different forms, yours should be complete and precise, detailing the background research (what has been done that you are building on), methodology (how, exactly, you will obtain your new research), and how you expect to present this research (chapter breakdown, if a thesis project, or the types of elements that will be presented as your end project).

3. Supervision

It is not too early to begin to talk to potential supervisors. For your research proposal, you are required to stipulate a supervisor. If a particular professor is ineligible to supervise because of lack of experience, it is still worth pursuing the possibility of a co-supervision. (The M.Ed. committee is planning a campus-wide information event for potential supervisors to share information, measure faculty interest and support, and circulate minimum MEd standards for student supervision.) You are also strongly encouraged to have a ‘second reader’ to provide further critical response to your work, but that person will be assigned when you are well into your project.

4. Background research

No matter what project you are undertaking, you should begin with background research. This could involve: finding out what similar questions have been addressed in prior publications and projects; learning the theoretical and methodological processes to get you to collect/understand your data; noting the particular gaps in the field you attend to address; understanding the practical and/or theoretical implications of previous and your current work.

5. Developing your project

Consult with your M.Ed. peers, co-workers, instructors, and supervisors, sharing your research and determining what might be missing or which (new) direction your data takes you to. Use the 507 seminar as a place to share your proposal/initial research with colleagues, guests, and the university community. Like any conference, remember this is not a place to submit polished/completed work, but an environment of critique and investigation, a place to challenge yourself and your colleagues to produce strong, significant work.

6. Thesis/project parameters
The length and format of student research projects will vary, but a conventional thesis would be in the range of 70 – 100 pages (standard double-spaced format) excluding bibliography and appendices, and an action-based research project would include:

a. A comprehensive literature review; 

b. A critical examination of relevant theoretical issues;

c. An inclusive summary of methodology employed;

d. A formal project portfolio, including a copy of the student project proposal document.
